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MINUTES
PLANNING AND LAND USE STANDARDS COMMISSION MEETING
QOctober 18, 1999, 6:00 p.m.

The Planning and Land Use Standards Commission met Monday, October 18, 1999, 6:00
p-m. in the 2™ floor courtroom of the Thomas County Courthouse. Commission members
present were: Perry Bond, Bea Griffin, David McGill, Melton Hobbs, and Joe Pogue. Also
present were Johnny .. Reichert and Dianna Beall of the Thomas County Planning
Department. Mack McDougald called from Orlando at 3:30 p.m., stating that he had been

unavoidably detained and would be unable to make the meeting. Wayne Parramore was not
present.

Perry Bond, Chairman, called the meeting to order.

On Motion of Joe Pogue, seconded by David McGill, minutes of September 20, 1999, PLUS

Commission meeting were approved. Aye: Perry Bond, Melton Hobbs, Bea Griffin, Joe
Pogue and David McGill. Motion carried.

Chairman Bond introduced Application #99-9-1 - Ferrell Scruggs, Jr. as agent for Philip J.
Burdette - Request to rezone from CG to I-CU 204 acres located at 190 Burdette Lane. Mr.
Ferrell Scruggs, Jr. presented his request, explaining in detail the type asphalt production
facility he wished to place on this site, and stated he felt the type business he proposed was
no more intrusive than what was presently there.

Chairman Bond called for opposition.

Mr. Ed Johnson, spokesperson for adjoining property owners, expressed the following
concems:

1. Location unsuitable - adjacent to residential

2. Air Quality
=0 Property Values
4 Truck Traffic
a. Noise
b. Diesel Fumes
i Threat to Children
d. Streets designed for residential
e. Railroad spur - add to the noise and affect traffic
f. Toxic asphalt fumes - OSHA has no plan in place

L H Three churches in the vicinity and Central High School only 2 miles away

Mr. Johnson also introduced a letter from Phyllis Jackson of Sugarwood Lane who was in
opposition.
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Residents
rally against
asphalt firm

By LAURA CASSELS
+ Todes-Exmenrmse

THOMASVILLE — Plans to
build an asphalt-production
plant just north of Thomasville
off Old Cassidy Road is drawing
Jeers from residents of the area
but won unanimous approval
Monday from a land-use adviso-
ry board to the Thomas County
Commission.

The Planning and Land Use
Standards (PLUS) Commission
voted 50 to recommend that

Anxious residents predict
the plant will be noisy and
| smelly and that truck traffic to
. and from the plant would endan-
ger pedestrians and deteriorate
the roads. They also fear the
plant will erode property value
in their neighborhood.

“We feel that there are many
much-more appropriate sites in
Thomas County for this type of
facility and not in the middle of
8 primarily residentlal commu-
said Ed Johnson,
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causes 2 stink

[im DeWees/Times-Enterprise

Mambers of the Planning and Land Use Standards Commission question Ferrell Scruggs Jr. on Monday

afier he petitioned to bulld a new asphall plant on Bardetie Lane.

5 Bond, Bea Griffin and Melton

Hobbs voted in favor.

The county’s planning and
1and-use stafl wrote that having
residential zoning right next to
commercial or industrial zon-
ing, as in this case, is in conflict

objectionable uses, the staff
noted.

The staff report predicted no
decline in value of existing
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traffic will endanger chi}dmmn.

“What about the school
buses? I'm concerned about the
Kkids,” Scovel said.

asphalt. |

“We've got to deal with those
big trucks coming out spreading
those fumes all.over ... in a res}-
dential area,” Johnson said.

The opponents said they
have not given up and will take
it to county commissicners.

Yo contect reporter Leura Cassels, |
please coll (912) 226-2400, ext. 225. |
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> YOUR OPINIONS

Residests’ concerns
havea’t been addressed

The PLUS Commission
ignored the concerns of 95-plus
percent of the residents of the
impact area being considered
for the location of an asphalt
plant.

The Scruggs Co. pushed the
dollar buttons by telling com-
missioners that the location
would put profit on their bot-
tom line and aliow them to
reduce costs on paving con-
tracts for the county.

After hearing the presenta-
tion by Ferrell Scruggs Jr:, the
commission failed to address
the concerns of 173 local resi-
dents who have signed petitions
opposing this plant in their
neighborhood.

These concerns which were
presented and not addressed
were as follows:

neighborhood by heavy dump
trucks hauling hot asphalt and
making 50 plus trips dailx

@ Lower property values in
our neighborhood will surely
OCCUr.

@ Safety threats posed to our
children who play, jog, bicycle
dential streets which have no
gidewalks. This threat is real
when you consider the number
of heavily loaded trucks we will
be threatened by and the diffi-

culty in stopping these vehicles |

in an emergency situarion.

@ Noise pollution will be
greatly increased by (his plan:
operation becanse of the huge
diesel dumptrucks »naring by
our homes all day anc the
increase of railroad 1raffic i
clanking and horn blowingas
thevy make deliveries 10 this
plant.

1 fecl strongly that the resi-
dents of Thomas County were
misled when this PLUS com-
mission was put in place. We
were told repeatedly thata very :
significant function of this
commission would b to protect '
the residents and property own- |
ers from being victimized by
parties who are influenced by
increasing their wealth withour
regard {or the health, safetv or '
economic concerns of those i
who will be harmed. This is
preciselv what is happening in |
this case.

The Seruggs Co. has an
existing asphalt plant located
offl County Farm Road in the
vicinity of the Thomas County |
solid waste site. This is an ideal
location for this type of opera-
tion, as it has no impact on any
residential area, no safety con- |
cerns or lowered property val- |
ues. The primary reason given
for relocation was to increase |
their bottom line. i

Ed Johnson !

Spukesperson for Impacted !

Neighborhood |
Thomasville
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Rebutisis

Tony Huber stated that all the concerns of the opponents to this land use change will be
govemed by the stale or local government.

Emory Mayfield of Tallehassee, one of the pariners in Regional Developers, Inc., stated
to the Board that this project is not involved In any lawsuits.

Commissioner Sherrod stated that this project is larger than any project in Thomasville
and any surrounding areas.

Mr. Jim Heldenreich staled that this project would bs completed in three phases.

Application #88-8-1, Ferrell Scruggs, Jr. as agent for Phillip J. Burdette, 120 Burdetie
Lane - 20 acre fract rezone from CG to I-CU for the purpose of an asphalt plant,

Fermell Scruggs, Jr. spoks to the Board and stated that he would like lo use this property
as the site for an asphall planl. Mr. Scruggs emphasized lower freight rates that would
be valuable to him at this site.

Chuck Dunham Operations for Scruggs Company stated that this plant and ail operations
would bs governed by state and local government. Mr. Gunner read a lelter to the Board
from a citizen living near the old plant, which stated that she didn't have a problem with
the ptant near her propery.

Attomey Jack Morse came forward speaking on behalf of 224 residents of Cassidy Road,
who are opposed to the proposed asphalt plant. Mr. Morse presented a petition with 224
signatures citing numerous reasons for opposilion as follows: safely, nolse, decline in
property values and pollution.

Ed Johnson, a resident and land owner nesr the proposed site for the asphalt plant stated
his opposition included poliution, decreased property value, extra truck traffic and noise.

Sandra Hennessey, Sunnybelle Acres traller park, stated that this area Is a peaceful
place, and she is concerned about their roads and density of population.

Melvin Darby, local Realtor ciled decline in properly values.

Marty Richardson opposed this land use change request citing the smell of asphalt, the
danger of Increased truck traffic and environmental impact.

Allen Buller cited nolse, wetlands and safety of lhe sireels for the children as his reasons
for opposilion to land use change for the proposed asphall plant.

Levy Onyegbula stated that he lives 400 yds from the proposed area of the asphall plant
and he opposes the land use change because of poliution and safety.

&ude Crocker asked who would repair the pot holes and the damage the big trucks will
11:

Betly Mashburn stated that she is concemed about child safely.

Randy Clark asked if Mr. Scruggs had evaluated another location for his asphalt plant.

Mr. Scruggs stated that he had not looked at anolher site because this site was chosen
because!hemimadﬁnewasemﬂfurhisbudnessmmepmsedsn:s
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Steve Nesmith stated that his opposition is that the trucks could not slop easily in case
of an emergency.

Hewy Hewitt stated opposition because the asphait plant would be located within 1600
feet of a water well.

Rebuttal

Mr. Ferrell Scruggs, Jr. stated that this proposed area is zoned for commercial travel and
his company travels and works roads, all over the city and county. Mr. Scruggs also
staled that his company has a good driving record with the state. Mr. Scruggs stated that
his company is willing to greatly improve the proposed site for his business.

R R

Mr. Reichert stated that the Zoning Board and the Planning Staff both recommended that

Application #99-9-1 be approved.
On motion of Commissioner Sherrod seconded by Commissioner Mullins the Board voted
-1 to deny the land use request 99-9-1 to change the land use from CG to I-CU under

page 4 Bd. Met, 10/25/99

the auspices of the Zoning Policies, Procedures and Standards of Thomas County #4,
7,10, and 11. Aye: Commissioner Herring, Mullins, Smith, Brown, Abrams, Miller and
Shermrod. Abstention: Commissioner Gross.

Mr. Reichert stated that the Zoning Board and Planning Staff both recommended that
Application #99-9-2 be granted.

On motion of Commissioner Mullins seconded by Commissioner Smith the Board voted
unanimously to grant Application #99-9-2 to change the use of this property from R-3 to
CG.

Mr. Reichert stated that the Zoning Board and Planning Staff both recommended that
Application #99-9-3 be granted.

é, On motion of Commissioner Mullins seconded by Commissioner Sherrod the Board voted
;A« unanimously to grant Application #99-9-3 to change the use of this property from Ag. to
CG.
mitt rts
County Manager Mike Stephenson reminded the Board of severaor this week
to include: Personnel Committee Meeting, Tuesday, Oclober 26, 9:00 a.m., et the Public

Library, Cl Committee Meeting, Wednesday, October 27, 4:00 p.m., at Cl end Finance
Commitise, Friday, November 5, 1999, 9:00 a.m., in the second floor courtroom.

Commissioner Smith reported that the City o idge has requested assistance in
repairing and cleaning various roads ang-roadside®

Mr.Smith asked that this request be referred to the Road Committee and Andy Maxwell,

On motion of Commissioner Mullins seconded by Commissioner Sherrod the Board voted
unanimously to accept Committee reports, pay all approved bills and adjoumn.
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Residents win asphalt battle

County commission nixes
plans for new plant

By LAURA CASSELS

Tinks- ENTERMUSY

THOMASVILLE — A plan to
huild the larges! subdivision ever
in Thomas County and a plan lo
build an asphalt plant in a resi-
dentinl area were rejected
Monday by the Thomas County
Commission, voting before an

audience of roughly 110 people.

Comnissionér Tim Sherrod
made the motions to reject hoth
applications, which requested
zoning amendments,

Dozens in  the audience
cheered when commissioners
voted 740 to deny 'I'he Seruggs Co.
a rezoning to bulld a new asphalt
manufacturing plant to replace
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it« uld plant on Covaly Farm
Road.

Ferrell Seruggs Jr, president
of the asphalt and paving compa.
ny. told commissioners he wanied
the new site, on Burdetie Lane ofl
Old Cassidy Road. DLecause 0
offers access to cheaper rail
freight costs than the current
site,

“If something doesn't change,
I won'l be able to stay heve long-
term,” Serupes said. “In my cur
rent location, I ean’t competo, | ve
got to move.”

He said the new plant would
use fop ol-the-line technology to
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hold down odors and neise wd  pledersd i elean
he insisted asphall plapts are not
signiticant polluters, e said the
company’s plant in Valdosta is
not considerad a nuigance, and
the operations meanmper of  the
Thomasville plant provided a let-
ter from neighbor  Ginger
Woodradl saying the plant hime
Lared nol heen bothepsame (o hor
Perbaps the stponpesl argn-
ment for the rezoning was that
the enrrent zoning allows moire
ubjectionable uses than Seruge:
proposed in his rezoning refquoest,
Presently, the site serves as n
junk vard, which Scruggs had

appovd ta B0 heiny
1l arei
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Muyse

(N ERLHES TH

] 1
With b pesithontint

Pieass see COUNTY prgs 20

, 1.6 acres
rch on Ga.

at the corner of US. 319

and Horseshoe Circle
® Approved a rezoning for

T&H Storage (Robert Hopkins
and Marens Thorntord)

ide Rose City Chu

Also Monday, county com-
@ Approved a rezoning for
James H. Lawson, 3.5 acres

missioners:

Both projects had been rec-
ommended favorably by lhe
county’s Planning and Land Use

tains the profect site, seconded
Standards Commission.

Ricky Smith, whose district con-
the motion.
rezonied from R-3 (0 commercial

bes

ge

Fla.-based
rs of

Sherrod said. “It's 3 1/2

times larger than the largest

subdivision in Thomas County

It’s a mammoth project.”

"
b -

The other plan killed
Monday was submitted by
“Idoublt you'd find a subdivi-
sion bigger than this south of
ij_ Heldenme_ich, president

on US. 319 North, 2.5 miles

north of US. 19, from agricul-
ture to R-2. The plan was to sell
halfacre lots on roughly 250
acres.

Gross abstaining.
Tallahassee,
Thomasville to rezone 294 acres

Regional
Macon,
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Asphait Plant

In another controversial
hearing, Ferrell Scruggs Jr,
president of The Scroggs Co.,
requested a conditional-use per-
mit to let him build a new plant
in an area along Ga. 3 near
Meisathatalmdyismnjpgfor
industrial use. The Scruggs Co
which wants to buy the site.

along Cassidy Road, due
to objections from neighbors
alarmed about potential noise,
odors and truck traffic.
Smmandrepresentsnves
of his company reiterated
Monday that the plant
not be noisy or produce

Silvis, who first represented the
neighbors opposed to the
Kirkland rezoning, then repre-
sented The Scruggs Co. in
regard to the conditional-use
permit. He said he was “person-
ally, convinced” the asphait
plant poses no threat to the
neighborhood surrounding the
industrially zoned site.

“1 imagine ‘most had
the same impression I had, that
it's a pretty dirty business. . But
this is going to be completely
dlﬂ’amt. Silvis told cmmnis-

Amael{lckeymmglhe
many opponents. She said the
area already has a lot of indus-
trial trucking fraffic and cannot
sustain more. Also, she said the
presence of mobile homes in the
area makes the area no more
than if all neighboring hames
were site-built.

“Yes, there are trailers there,
but they have families in them,
with children,” Hickey said
indignantly “We need more res-
idential. We don't need more
businesses.”

Chuck Dunmon, operations
manager at the existing asphalt
plant, stressed the current zon-
ing would allow more objection-
able uses than a wellrun

asphalt plant
“There’s a lot of industries
that can go in there right now,"

he said, citing, for example, a -
sawmill

Commissioner LL. Mulling'
motion to deny the conditional
use to Scruggs failed without a
second.

Commissioner Josh
Herring's motion to grant it
drew a second but was outvoted
by Commissioner Bobby
Brown's substitute motion to
table the request until the com-
mission’s March 14 meeting.

Herring’s motion would have
granted the request with condi-
tions, including additional
buffers. He said he made the
motion because the zoning is
appropriate for an asphalt plant
and leaves the area open to less
desirable uses if the plant is not
built there.

Brown said he wanted more
time to review the issue. His

319 North as requested by
Regional Developers Inc., based

on roadside property owned by

Ray Bannister, to make it easier
for Bannister to mow it. Miller

dissented after County

EY |
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> COMMISSION MEETING
ARCH 12,2608 TimE S cnE70 S
Thomas County commis- tenance
sloners will meet at 5 p.m. @ Bids on engineering ser-
Tuesday on the second floor of  vices for Sanford Road
the County Courthouse to dis- @ Hurst Brothers bid
cuss this and other business: @ Bids for jail-security sys-
@ Public ents. tem.
@ Presentation on special- @ Bids on limerock and
purpose, local-option salestax  limerock base.
(SPLOST) calendar. @ Consideration of solid-
@ Volunteer Fire waste disposal and recycling
t presentation by facility agreement with city of
Pavo Mayor L.M. Taylor. Thomasville.
@ Presentation by John ® Consideration of agree-
reganding nuisance ment with Department of
complaint. Transportation.
@ Presentation by @ Barnes breach of
Communities In Schools(CIS).  covenant, penalties.
® Further cpnsideration of ® Westahore Drive project.
request by The Scruggs Co. for @ Request for funds by
conditional-use permit allowing  Emergency Services Board.
construction of an asphalt @ Service contracts with
plant on parcel zoned for indus-  Emergency Services Board.
try. . @ Archbold Memorial
@ Ratify gag and diesel pur-  Hospital, Glenn-Mor Nursing
; Home crossover.
@ Bids on metal pipe for © 4H contract.
public works. @ Surplus real property
@ Bids on body for new cab [ reports.
and chassis for building main- ® County manager’s report
tenance. on commissioners’ work-pro-
@ Bids on annual pest-con- gram priorities.

trolmnmﬁ:}-buildjnsmahr
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Thomasville, Georgia 31798-15../ R -7 13

A RESOLUTION
SCRUGGS ASPHALT PLANT
CONDITIONAL USE PERMI'T

Wherens, The Scruges Company, hereinafier referred v as “Sciupps™, has
requested conditional use of 16 43 acres in an Industrial District for the
purpose ol constructing and opesating an asphalt plant, amd

Whereas, Scruggs has properly filed an application #00-1-2 (o that effect,
and

Wherens, Sciuggs entered into a writlen agreement on Felnnary 21, 2000
with Kelstone, Inc., the adjacent property owner, and ils lenms are
substantially incorporated in this resolution; and

WD

Filed § m%_&

Whereas, (he Thomas County Board of Commissioners desires (o approve
the conditional use permit requested by Scrugps.

Now therefore be it resolved that Application #00-1-2 is approved subject
lo the following conditions:

1) all applicable permits shall be obtained from County, State and
I'ederal authosities and shall be strictly adhiered to by Scrupgs.

2) All equipment and faclory improvements shall be nand new, state-
ol-the-art, and installed to meet all regulatory guidelines
prescribed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the
CGevrgia Departmen! of Natural Resources, Environmental
Profection Division.

3 A G-foot chain link fence shall be installed around the entire
perimeter of the property nt the expense of Serugps

4) An existing benm on Kelstone, Ine. properly shall be extended
approximately 250 feel to the Noitheast Corner of the applicant
property. One new berm shall be constincled from the Southeast
corner of the applicant property along the propeity line Westerly
for 600 leet. A second new berm shall be constructed from the
Northeast cormer of the applicant property along the property line
Westerly for 350 feel. Scruggs agrees Lo bear all costs of

Phawey NP g
.‘I]'f} ".l!‘!'

Beie Jod Pres 257
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constructing berms with dirt 1o be supplicd by Kelstone, as agreed.
The two new berms shall be constructed to the some elevation and
shall meet the same general construction standard as the existing
berm on Kelstone, Inc. property. Trees and shrubbery shall be
planted on and around the berms to create a suflicient vegetation
barrier (o noise and sight for the benefit of Kelstone, Inc. propeity
4 and Riverwind Plantation, with costs shared as agreed between
E Scruggs and Kelstone
1 5) On the western property line, facing the railrond tracks and
running ronghly parallel to Georgia Highway 3, Scruggs shall
plant, establish and maintain a vegetation barrier at a mininwmm
height of 6” running the full length of the weslern property line and
extending 307 into the Scruggs properly. Elaeagnus shall be
planted in the front 15” of the vegetation buffer and loblolly pines
in the back 15” of the vegetation buffer. Scrugps shall bear the full
cost of the western vegetation barrier.

Scrugys shall preparc a scaled drawing of the property showing all
facilities, buffers, fencing, berms and othier features proposcd and
said drawing shall be an attachment to this resolution.

7) Seruggs shall limit asphalt plant opevations from 6 a.m. and to 7
p.m., Monday throngh Friday  Scruggs may from Lime-to-time
work on weekends or nights in the event of bona-fide emergencies,

8) All vehicles and cquipment of Scruggs shull be prohibited on Nine
1ime Doctor Road, a county maintained road excepl, when
crossing, (o enter and exit, by way of (he main entrance as
designated on the attached drawing,

9) No other mdustrial use shall be penmitted.

10)No truck repair shop will be maintained on the property.

6

—

And therefore be it further resolved that the conditional industrial use
permitied by tlus resolution shall be subject o annual review as provided for
in counly regulations.

Approved in regolur Board meeling this the 14" day of March, 2000

Allest. mdf.u MJM—}._

Coumy Clerk

rivEy  aye
e b2, .\3.!:"
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| If approved in July, new sales tax
} would take effect next January
! By PATTI WARD Sherrod said the Tuesday vote
| TvMES-ENTERFRISE was not to call a SPLOST refer-
. endum, but to put in motion
THOMASVILLE — Thomas steps that must be taken before a
County commissioners voted referendum can be called.

unanimously Tuesday to put in
motion a schedule leading to a
July vote on a special purpose lo-
_cal option sales tax (SPLOST).
Commissjon Chairman Tim

Commissioners must meet
with mayoers of the county’s mu-
nicipalities, call the referendum
in June and advertise the refer-
endum four times before the pro-

TTmMES  oa, TR L=

hes on with tax

posed July 18 vote.

omasville, Boston and

Coolidge fire suuons, a head-
quarters station and 8 communi-
cations building.

Commissioner Jim Miller
said 911 consoles should be in-
cluded in the communications
structure.

The proposed tax would fund

. renovation . and upgrades of

$500,000,
® Eguipment/vehicle pur-
chases — $3.5 million.

In road improvements, roads
in unincorporated Thomas
County would receive $4 million,
as would roads and streets in the
county's municipalities.

The sales tax has been a dis-
cussion subject for about two
years, Sherrod said. “Speaking
for myself, I think it's time to put
it before the citizens and let
‘them decide,” he added. -

To calm some taxpayers' con-
cerns, Miller said, local govern-
ments must ensure every -sales

Please see TAX, page 6A

| Sontinued from page 1A

Tax:

tax dollar goes for its earmarked
purpose.
Commissioners told L.M.

Taylor, Pavo mayor and Pavo
volunteer fire chief, SPLOST

for volunteer departments.

volunteer firefighters would get
behind the tax if commission-
ers can promise them better

equipment.
“We're in & mess with these
fire trucks, and we know that,"

',Comm.iadoner Josh Herring

told Taylor.
Meigs Mayor Wayne

s Nesmith told the board he “basi-

cally” supports what commis-
sioners are trying to do with the
proposed tax.

~ Senior reporier Pattl Ward may be
reachad ot (912) 226-2400, ext. 220.
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Commissioners begin pitching
SPLOST to voters, civic groups

By LAURA CASSELS
TiiEs- ENTERPRISE

°  THOMASVILLE — Prepar- sioners an outline of his presen-
ing Thamas County commis- tation for their use,

sioners Monday to promote a
new sales fax, County Manager . to vote in May on scheduling a
Mike Stephenson reviewed his July 18 referendum on a special
local-option sales

cal consolidation and how the
latest taxing plan fits in,

purpose, i
Club outlining the history of lo- for emergency services and road port for the tax may be to

another $6 mil-

|

pleaso call (912) 226-2400, ext. 225.

To contact reporter Laura Cassels,
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the county’s previous time-limit-
ed, special-purpose taxes expired
as scheduled, while the current
general-purpose sales tax has no

option sales tax in effect is the
gm-nl-pnrpoaetaxfuranriety

gmnmlsslon Chairman Tim
Sherrod commended Stephen-
son's presentation.

“The more informed the pub-

lic is, the better off we are,™

County promotes sales tax

improvements. The proposed 1-
percent tax (1 cent per dollar)
would raise an estimated $14 mil-
lion — $6 million for emergency
services, $8 million for roads —
and would expire in 2 1/2 years.
State Rep. John Bulloch told
commlsiﬁonm b;g;‘5 letter tuﬁ‘
Stephenson gave commis- State will match percen
e sales tax revenue raised for road
projects, adding
Commissioners are expected lion, for a total of $14 million for

ial-  Stephenson said he feslsakey
tax challenge In winning public

Sherrod said. !

Thomas County previously
‘adopted two special-purposge tax-
es, both of which are no longer
in effect. The one in 1985 raised
$12 million for roads and

- and expired four years later: The

one In 1889 raised $10.5 million

.for libraries and for construc-

tion of the Jail-Justice Center
and expired in 39 months.

In 1992, the county adopted a
general-purpose sales tax with
no expiration date. Revenue

. Pleass see COUNTY, pags 5A
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Sales tax to be decided

i ; cial election in Thomas County special-purpose, local-op- funds used for road projects, the next four and narrow
; SPLOSTiﬂhandS on a new sales tax for emer- ﬁsﬂmt&x(mommgl’se addingmushi‘uﬁmﬂnmtnthe mgﬁe!ddmﬁm!d;mihm

§ 5 gency services and road im- up to §14 million in 2 1/2 years fund for road improvements, in-  County Commission races.
of voters today provements. orless. The tax is designed in cluding road resurfacing and Sheriff's candidstes are in-
. Polls will be open from 7am.  part to raise $6 million to buy bridge projects, sald DOT cumbent Carlton Powell and
By Laura Cassels to 7 p.m. Voters must bring for-  equipment such as fire trucks spokeswoman Jilayne Jordan. challenger Greg Hobbs, both De-
laura.cassels @thomnews.com mal identification (not includ- and dispatching consoles and to By state law, the tax, if adopt- mocrats. The race will be decid- |
ing votex-regfstration cards) to build facilities to house fire- ed, must expire in 30 months ed in today’s primary. Voters
: THOMASVILLE —Hotraces  cast their ballots in their as- fighters, ambulance crewsand  and can be used only for purpos-  wishing to vote in this race
|| for Thomas County sheriff, signed precincts. 911 dispatchers. es described on today’s ballot. must choose the Democratic bal-
Grady County sheriff, Grady The tax also would raise $8 The special-election question  lot. ; A : ;
County tax commissioner and TEOIAS COUNTY million for road-paving through-  will appear today on both Demo- County Commission
other county posts are on the nuttheoountx The Georgia De-  cratic and Republican ballots. are in districts 4 and 8. In
ballot today in Thomas and Thomas County voters will partment of Transportation Also today, Thomas coun-
Grady counties, as well as a spe- deeidewteﬂlertoadoptalpar would match 75 percent of the tians will choose a sheriff for Plsase ses ELECTIONS, page 3A
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Local officials unite
in promoting sales tax

By Laura Cassals
laurs cassels @ homnews.com

THOMASVILLE — Elected
officials from Thomas County
and its small cities rallied at

support for the proposed sales-
gr&famn&montodw’shﬂ-

lt’svﬂalfurwrcomtyto

said the tax 1s a good way to
raise money for better fire pro-
teetion, better ambulance re-

emergency
mmmmmm

“We're not going to let them
kill this dream,” Mullins said.
“This tax is going to pass. I'm
positive.”

‘The sales-tax question on
Thomas County’s Democratic
and Republican ballots today
asks voters whether to adopta

county’s 911 center and its dis-

patching equipment. The tax
also earmarks $8 million for
road projects, with half dedicat-
ed to roads in unincorporated
areas and half to roads and
streets In the county’s cities,

including commuters and
tourists, and not just by proper-
tyawm

They said they prefer a new
sales tax over an incresse in
property taxes.

@ Shorten ambulance re-
sponse times (now 17-20 min-

The
Transportation would con: - utes from Thomasville to
tribute anoth- Melgs,ﬁ;rn_ex-
er lnlll.ion. m
mffm £EWt's vital for our mgmm
spokeswoman county to tection, and
Jiayne Jor-  jmprove emergency  Delp reduce
dan. =4 5 annual fire-in-
“ﬂ‘tWepm services, lmng", :ﬁmmm

75 cents uUppo 7 um cosis

for each dollar . it outlying aress
raised locally,” (for example,
Jordan said Danny Groover $100 savings
Monday. Boston Mayor  yearly on

The match- brick home
ing program applies to costing $120,000 if ISO rating
resurfacing and maintenance of  drops from 7to 5).
roads, streets and bridges fi- ® Pave and resurface roads
nanced by the local sales-tax in a fraction of the time expect-
revenue, to assist counties that  ed on the current schedule.

make the “sacrifice” of levying
local-option taxes upon them-
selves, she said.

The matching program also
applies to “intermodal” trans-
portation projects, such as side-
wa]ksandbﬂrepaﬂm,momh

Thomas County’s sales-tax bal-
Iot language does not include
those. Other elected officials en-

Campbell said Coolidge
Mayor David Dawson and
Meigs Mayor Wayne Nesmith
mmpnrtthetnhntmwlmt
attend Monday’s rally

Supporters said they favor
the tax because it would:

@ Be paid by all people who
buy goods in Thomas County,

@ Make the county eligible
for $6 million in state matching

County should keep its sales-
tax advantage (having 5-percent
sales taxes while its neighbors
charge 7 percent) and shouid
reallocate its existing general-
purpose sales-tax revenue
(shifting recreation funds to
emergency services, for exam-
ple) before seeking another
sales tax.

The polls will be open from 7
am. to7pm

To contact reporter Laura Cassels,
_Mulmﬂmumf.‘:-
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By Ira Schoflel
Ira. schoffel @ thomnews.com .

THOMASVILLE — Three
e
ing i
work paid off for Thomasville
Tuesday when voters
overwhelmingly approved a 1-
percent special-purpose, local-
option sales tax. .

Voters in every precinct ex-
cept one — Oc — gave
their support to the tax. which
will fund a revamped Emer-
gency Services Agency and

' miles of road improvements.

OdIGd LAA
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The final taily had 3,501

“When we started on this, we

“yes” votes and 2,359 “no" voles  had a big hill to climb,” Camp-
for a margin of nearly 80-40 per-  bell said. “There were a lot of

cent. In Ochlocknee, the lone
dissenting

negatives out there. ... But all

the nmwrsl
precinct, the 3 supported it,
voie was W] -'M l‘lﬁ and they
clbge with I tax worked at it.
- {he proposal | Yes — 3,601, 59.74 percent 1 didn't
belng voted No — 2,359, 40.25 percent know (the
down by just result)
10 votes. would be
Even ty Commission this resounding, but I thought it
Chairman Tim Sherrod and would win by a clear majority”
Mayor Roy Camp- Said Sherrod: “I felt like it
, the strongest proponents would win, but the margin was
for the SPLOST, were a lot bigger than I thought, It
by the outcome, reaffirms my faith in the people

of Thomas County. If they've
got good information, they'll
make the right declsion. And I
feel like they spoke In & re-
sounding way tonight — that
they want to improve their
quality of Hfe."

The SPLOST is designed to
raise up to $14 milllon in 21/2
years or less, With the approval,
$8 million will go to buy equip-
manti?hchaaﬂmuu%l;sﬂatnd
dispatching consoles 0
build facilities to house fire-
fighters, ambulance crews and
911 dispatchers.

The tax also will raise §8 mil-
llon for road-paving throughout

Nearly 60 percent of voters approve 1-percent SPLOST

the county. The Georgla Depart-
ment of Transportation has
confirmed it will match 75 per-
cent of the funds used for road
projects, adding roughly $6 mil-
Dot Tt read
provements,
resurfacing and bridge projects.
“This will help Thomasville,
Thomas Courty and the rest of
the citles in the county improve
thelr fire codes and get their
streets where théy need td be,”
Campbell said.
When the tax was proposed

Ploase ses SPLOST, page 3A
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earlier this year, city and coun.
ty leaders feared they would
have a difficult time getting the
necessary votes. Constant bat-
tles between the two govern-
ments, along with struggles in-
side the county commission,
gave opponents plenty of am-
mun’ltlon to question the offl-
clals’ abflity to work together
But the sides came to a mu-
tual agreement at a joint city-
county meeting, and they have
been unified in their campaign.
With support from the
Thomasville-Thomas County
Chamber of Commerce;, they
held town hall meetings
throughout the county, tireless-

paid off. “Three months ago,
the city and county seemed to
be at odds,” Sherrod recalled.:

“But we all realized it was more

important for us to work to-
gether. I think this will save
:rnﬂnlag‘llws — no, I know it

By state law, the tax must ex-

in 30 months and can be
used only for purposes de-
Scrlbvsd ol%dt:e ballot,
“‘We pledged to the peaple
that we would spend the money
wisely and do what we said we

: “nmlld with it," Campbell said.

When we reach $14 million, it
will end.”

ly educating their constituents. To contact mmglng. edilor lra
Tuesday night, the work Schofisl, calt 226-2400, ext. 208,
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